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abDear ARP friends, 
Plenty of news in the education section this week, with more efforts from the Navy to improve 
graduate education, online learning tools on IT acquisition from GSA, and the proposal for a US 
Digital Service Academy to create needed technical expertise in the federal government. In our 
top story, Ellen Lord describes how the Trusted Capital Marketplace counters the threat of 
Chinese investment in critical American technologies. This week’s symposium panel showcases 
GAO reports on big weapon systems. And a fun discovery from the archives of ARP’s research 
repository: we happened upon a pair of student papers that explore the logistics of distributing 
vaccines within the defense community in the case of a pandemic. Written in 2007 and 2009, 
the papers were responding to the emergence of Avian influenza (H5N1) and Swine Influenza 
(H1N1), acknowledging the need to prepare for the inevitable pandemic in which we now live.  
Happy Friday!  
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ARP Research: Symposium Spotlight 
 
Panel #13: Lessons Learned in MDAP Reliability, Maintainability and Sustainment 
KC-46 Tanker Modernization: Aircraft Delivery Has Begun, but Deficiencies Could Affect 
Operations and Will Take Time to Correct 
Cheryl Andrew (GAO) 
• Micro-abstract: This report assesses the program’s progress toward meeting cost, 
schedule, and performance goals. The report also assesses how the program’s 
contracting and sustainment planning approach could inform other acquisition programs. 
Read the Paper and Presentation.   
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter - What Actions Are Needed to Improve Aircraft Reliability? 
Desiree Cunningham (GAO), Justin Jaynes (GAO), Cheryl Andrew (GAO) 
• Micro-abstract: The F-35 program office has estimated that implementing all of the 
identified improvement projects currently contained in its Reliability & Maintainability 
(R&M) improvement plan could result in potential life cycle cost savings of over $9.2 
billion by improving the F-35’s R&M. Read the Presentation. 
Defense Acquisitions: Senior Leaders Should Emphasize Key Practices to Improve 
Weapon System Reliability  
Nathan Tranquilli (GAO) 
• Micro-abstract: This report addresses (1) how selected companies in the commercial 
sector address reliability, (2) how selected DoD acquisition programs addressed 
reliability, and (3) the extent to which DoD leadership has highlighted key reliability 
practices. Read the Paper.            
See more research in the full Proceedings of the 17th Annual Acquisition Research 
Symposium. 
 
This Week’s Top Story  
 
Trusted Capital Marketplace Protects DoD Supply Chain 
Ellen Lord, National Defense Magazine 
 
America’s open investment environment allows the world to invest in our country, promotes the 
exchange of ideas and grows a dynamic economy. 
 
It also exposes us to economic threats by malign actors. Protecting the U.S. economy and its 
technological edge is a shared responsibility, requiring a whole-of-nation approach to thwart 
adversaries. 
 
The Defense Department works intimately with executive-level government leadership, multiple 
interagency partners and the national security agencies to develop and implement impactful 
measures to protect critical assets, companies and the U.S. economy writ large. 
 
Understanding our adversaries’ motives and tactics, and identifying U.S. companies’ 
vulnerabilities are key to comprehensively addressing supply chain threats and developing 
solutions to counter them. Foremost among U.S. adversaries’ investment targets are 
foundational, critical and emerging technologies with military or dual-use applications. Such 
technologies range from hypersonics and unmanned aerial systems to artificial intelligence and 
semiconductors. They are the lynchpins of the defense industrial base, the compromise of 
which would imperil national security. 
 
The Defense Department’s office of industrial policy, within Acquisition and Sustainment, works 
to protect these and other critical assets through its Trusted Capital Marketplace, a funding 
ecosystem that offers ongoing opportunities for financial institutions and qualifying companies to 
explore mutually beneficial partnerships in support of national security goals. 
 




Open For Autonomous Business: Largest-Ever Unmanned & Robotics Systems Research 
Contract Awarded For NPS 
Office of University Communications, Naval Postgraduate School  
Business Warriors Wanted: NPS Announces New Low-Res Defense-Focused EMBA For 
High-Tempo Officers 
Office of University Communications, Naval Postgraduate School  
 
 
From the ARP Archives: Distribution of Vaccines During a Pandemic  
Analysis of the Distribution of Vaccine Using Department of Defense Assets versus 
Contracts with Private-sector Delivery Companies (11 November 2009) 
Capt. Jason E. Latta, USMC 
Cold Chain Logistics: A Study of the Department of Defense OCONUS Pre-Pandemic 
Influenza Vaccine Distribution Network (16 October 2007) 
LT Daniel “Travis” Jones, USN and LT Christopher “Craig” Tecmire, USN 
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
Pentagon planning for the next 25 years of cybersecurity 
Billy Mitchell, FedScoop 
Procurement Leadership: The OODA Loop for Agile Acquisition 
Jamie Gracia, LinkedIn 
CMMC board faces ‘passionate’ internal turmoil over new contract with DOD 
Jackson Barnett, FedScoop 
DHS seeks permanent flexible acquisition authorities 
Mark Rockwell, FCW 
DOD 'on schedule' for August JEDI announcement 
Lauren C. Williams, FCW 
Army Future Ops Depend On Cloud – But Not On JEDI 
Sydney J. Freedberg Jr., Breaking Defense 
Frictionless acquisition means changing hearts and minds, not necessarily processes 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network  
Air Force moves to enact space acquisition reforms, despite hold up of legislative 
proposals 
Nathan Strout, C4ISRNET 




USSOCOM AT&L Forecast: Virtual Industry Engagement Event 
SOFWERX 
11 August 2020 
Joint Acquisition Solutions Summit 
Defense Acquisition University 
19-20 August 2020 
OTAs & Everything Else, with Eric Lofgren and Benjamin McMartin 
George Mason University Center for Government Contracting  
11 August 2020, 1:00 p.m. ET 
 
COVID-19 and Contracting 
Rookie middlemen muddle the government’s effort to buy coronavirus supplies 
Josh Salman, Nick Penzenstadler, and Dak Le, USA Today 
Top Challenges Facing the General Services Administration: COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Relief Efforts 
Office of Inspector General, US GSA 
 
Research 
The Defense Industrial Base of the Future 
Mikhail Grinberg, Center for a New American Security 
Climate Resilience: Actions Needed to Ensure DOD Considers Climate Risks to 
Contractors as Part of Acquisition, Supply, and Risk Assessment 
U.S. Government Accountability Office 
State of the Space Industrial Base 2020: A Time for Action to Sustain US Economic and 
Military Leadership in Space 
Brigadier General Steven J. Butow, Dr. Thomas Cooley, Colonel Eric Felt, Dr. Joel B. Mozer 
 
Defense and Federal Government 
Space Force Announces Significant Reorganization 
Brian W. Everstine, Air Force Magazine 
Navy Autonomy Lab Would Test, Integrate Software Advances to Bring More Capability 
to Unmanned Fleet 
Megan Eckstein, USNI News 
DARPA wants to find a better way to secure new code in legacy systems 
Andrew Eversden, C4ISRNET 
Nominee to lead Space Command voices support for declassifying space 
Nathan Strout, C4ISRNET 
The Office of Management and Budget: An Insider’s Guide  
The White House Transition Project  
What the “Defunding the Pentagon” Articles Don’t Tell You 
Thomas Spoehr, Real Clear Defense 
There’s a Bigger Threat Than Big Tech. It’s Big China 
Emily de la Bruyere and Nathan Picarsic, Defense One  
 
Policy 
Information Collection; Rights in Data and Copyrights 
Federal Register  
 
Education 
Navy Announces New Mid-Career Officer Graduate Education Opportunity 
MC1 Mark D. Faram, OPNAV N7 Public Affairs 
Proposed US Digital Service Academy Could Funnel Tech Talent to Government 
Amanda Miller, Air Force Magazine 
GSA Launches IT Acquisition University 
U.S. General Services Administration  
 
Congress 
Senate GOP coronavirus bill includes $29.4B for Pentagon 
Rebecca Kheel, The Hill  
Inhofe moves to block FCC commissioner’s confirmation over Ligado fight 
Aaron Mehta, C4ISRNET 
House Democrats hammer the need for billion-dollar TMF injection 
Billy Mitchell, FedScoop 
Senate Democrats make case for adding $1B to Technology Modernization Fund 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
Senate hearing canceled for controversial Pentagon nominee Anthony Tata 
Joe Gould, Defense News 
 
Read the full newsletter online: https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch/newsletter 
To opt out of future emails, simply reply with “unsubscribe.” 
 
 
